
Mailbox Standards for Brockway Township 

(as of May 2018) 

 

Brockway Township’s standard for mailbox supports follow State and Federal 

standards.  See also Brockway Township Ordinance #7, Road Standards and 

Access Ordinance.  Here are the Mailbox Support Standards for Brockway Township 

landowners:  

a. Minnesota Statute, 169.072 UNAUTHORIZED MAILBOX INSTALLATION, 
provides rules for mailbox installation and supports. A mailbox installation or 
support on a public highway that does not meet the breakaway and location 
standards contained in rules adopted under Minnesota law can be declared to 
be a public nuisance, a road hazard, and a danger to the health and safety of 
the traveling public.  Thus, the road authority (township’ county’ or state) can 
require residents to replace it or replace it for residents and bill the resident.   

b. Minnesota Administrative Rule 8818.0300 covers what is an “unlawful” 
installation.  These rules do not mandate a specific brand of mailbox support 
but does offer options to meet the requirements.  The point to remember is 
that whatever type mailbox support you install it must be able to pass an 
accredited crash test in accordance with the National Cooperative Highway 
Research Program report.  Simply put, if the road authority (township; county; 
or state) says your support is a bad one, it is on you to prove that what you 
have can pass the crash test.   Thus, it is probably easier and less costly to 
just go by the state of Minnesota recommendations and get what they 
recommend. 

c. Design features should include: 
1) Yield or collapse if struck 
2) Bend or fall away from the vehicle 
3) Not create severe deceleration 
4) Not be set in concrete 
5) Resist damage from snow removal operations 
6) Not be fitted with an anchor plate (metal post) 
7) Not block sight distance 
8) May be placed in Township Road Right of Way 
9) The front of the mailbox should be where the shoulder of the road and 

the ditch slope meet 
10) The mailing address should be not less than 1” high. 
11) The bottom of the mailbox should measure from 42” to 48” from the 

surface of the road/ground. 
d. Brockway Township is not responsible for damage to mailboxes or posts 

during road maintenance or snow plowing.  Our snow plow contractor will 



cover replacement if they hit the mailbox and it was installed per the State of 
Minnesota standards.  

For more details and for a diagram please go to: 

http://dot.state.mn.us/stateaid/mailbox.html 

 

http://dot.state.mn.us/stateaid/mailbox.html

